
Friday 5 – Sunday 7 October 2018

Malvern Festival of Military History



Indulge your senses and expand your historical 
knowledge with our unique bespoke and scheduled 
European tours. Combining fascinating insights into 
historical events with rich cultural experiences, 
Campaigns and Culture offers historical tours for 
discerning small groups and individuals. 

Experience the difference at
www.campaignsandculture.com 
or call 01805 43 1066 for 
more information.

Small but

formed

Campaigns 

bespoke & scheduled European 
BAttle & history tours

beautifully



Fighting (and Re-Fighting)  
Agincourt

The Happy Few?  
Agincourt Controversies

How It Started, How It Ended 
– the Continuing Debate 
about the Origins and Out-
come ofthe First World War

From Disaster to Victory -  
The Second World War

Cold War, Small Wars  
& Insurgency - Conflict 
Post-1945

Vietnam: An Epic Tragedy

Concert 
New Scorpion Band

Professor Anne Curry

Matthew Bennett, Stephen Cooper,  
Anne Curry, Michael Jones

Professor David Stevenson

John Buckley, Sir John Kiszely,  
Clare Makepeace, Evan Mawdsley,  
Roger Moorhouse

Jeremy Black, Saul David,  
Isabelle Duyvesteyn,  
Frank Ledwidge

Sir Max Hastings

The Plains of Waterloo /  
Out on the Ocean

Collection in aid of Help for Heroes

  Friday 5 October 2018

11:00 -11:30

11:30 -12:15

12:45 -13:30

14:00 -14:45

15:15 -16:00

16:30 -17:30

19:00



SAS: Ghost Patrol Damien Lewis

The Hundred Days after  
One Hundred Years: 1918  
- The Crucible of Modern 
Warfare?

Six Minutes in May: How 
Churchill Unexpectedly  
Became Prime Minister 

Cruel Necessity?  
The English Civil Wars

1815-1914 -  
A Century of Peace?

Churchill:  
Walking with Destiny

Concert 
RAFA Concert Band

Jonathan Boff, Nick Lloyd,  
Bill Philpott, Gary Sheffield

Nicholas Shakespeare

Andrew Lacey, Serena Jones,  
Malcolm Wanklyn, Ismini Pells,

Ian Beckett, Chris Brice,  
Mungo Melvin, Alaric Searle,  
Edward Spiers

Andrew Roberts

Classic War Movie Themes

In aid of SSAFA –  
The Armed Forces Charity

  Saturday 6 October 2018

10:30 -11:30

11:30 -12:15

12:45 -13:30

14:00 -14:45

15:15 -16:00

16:30 -17:30

19:00



  Sunday 7 October 2018

Seapower States 

Wooden Walls to Iron  
Coffins - The Royal Navy  
in the Long 18th Century

Napoleon: The Man  
Behind the Myth

A Close Run Thing?  
Waterloo

A Fine Line - Turning  
Historical Fact into Fiction

Nein! Standing Up To Hitler, 
1935-44

Professor Andrew Lambert

James Davey, Roger Knight, 
Andrew Lambert, Laura Rowe

Adam Zamoyski

Charles Esdaile, Alan Forrest, 
John Hussey, Robert Pocock,  
Jacqueline Reiter

Lynn Bryant, David Donachie,  
Iain Gale, Adrian Goldsworthy,  
Tom Williams

Lord Ashdown

11:00 -11:30

11:30 -12:15

12:45 -13:30

14:00 -14:45

15:15 -16:00

16:30 -17:30



THE DESTINATION FOR MILITARY HISTORY

COME AND VISIT US AT OUR STAND
OR ONLINE AT WWW.OSPREYPUBLISHING.COM

YEARS 196
8–2

018



  Music

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Friday night sees the New Scorpion Band perform a set 
of traditional folk tunes from the 18th and 19th Century. 
Familiar songs such as Spanish Ladies and Over the Hills and 
Far Away will get your feet tapping!

The New Scorpion Band is one of the most entertaining and 
original groups in British traditional music. Their virtuosic 
playing, rich vocal harmonies, sophisticated musical 
arrangements and spectacular collection of traditional and 
historical instruments combine to create the distinctive 
sound that has won the New Scorpion Band a wide following, 
both in Britain and internationally.  
www.new-scorpion-band.com

There will be a collection at the gig on behalf of Help for 
Heroes. www.helpforheroes.org.uk

Friday 5 October

The New Scorpion Band

Saturday is the turn of our resident orchestra the Royal Air 
Force Association Concert Band who will play a selection of 
war movie themes including The Dam Busters, The Great 
Escape and A Bridge Too Far.

The R.A.F.A. CONCERT BAND was formed in 1998 
as a unique partnership with the RAFA, who are the 
bands sponsors, to help raise funds for Royal Air Forces 
Association Charities.

The Band quickly established itself as a fine Concert Band, 
which is much in demand. All the musicians are volunteers, 
some have served in the Forces; some are ex-pro players; 
some teachers, but most are civilian players who enjoy 
making music together. They contribute a significant amount 
of time to their “hobby” much to the benefit of the RAF 
Association and other Service Charities.  
www.rafaconcertband.org.uk

There will be a collection at the concert on behalf of SSAFA –  
The Armed Forces Charity. www.ssafa.org.uk

Saturday 6 October

Royal Air Force 
Association Concert Band

The Malvern Festival of Military History is not just about top-class speakers! We have musical 
entertainment on Friday and Saturday night and a War Art exhibit running for the duration of  
the Festival.

The Exhibit hall will also host the Festival Bookshop where you can buy books to be signed by our 
speakers. There will also be stands of information about military history museums, associations, 
courses, charities and publishers.

Try to find time in our packed programme to sample some of our other attractions!

THE DESTINATION FOR MILITARY HISTORY

COME AND VISIT US AT OUR STAND
OR ONLINE AT WWW.OSPREYPUBLISHING.COM

YEARS 196
8–2

018



  War Art

Chris Collingwood strives to produce paintings that 
are historically accurate, which is why many museums, 
publishers and historical exhibitions are particularly 
interested in his work, but the real aim is to capture the 
energy and spirit of the moment, to bring the history alive.

He works solely in oils using traditional Dutch paints 
manufactured now, as in 1664. He uses these paints very 
thinly, mixing in a quick drying medium so that he is able 
to rework certain areas without muddying the design and 
enabling the building up in layers of the fine detail. One 
canvas will take from 3-4 months to complete. 

The vast amount of detail in the pictures necessitates a  
large amount of intensive research about any new subject 
in order to maintain its authenticity. This may involve 
contacting experts, regimental museums, record offices 
and libraries around the world, buying or obtaining items 
of equipment, uniforms, armour and weaponry. This detail 
enables him to create a ‘super realistic’, style that reflects 
the techniques, the passion and depth of the old masters 
that he really admires. 

Chris’s paintings are used in the Festival website and other 
promotional materials.

www.collingwoodhistoricart.com

Chris Collingwood

War has always generated great art. Our exhibit and speaker halls will be the venues for an 
exhibition of some striking images – both painting and photography.

A number of artists working on military subjects, both historical and contemporary, are displaying  
at the Festival.

Derek Eland’s work examines what it’s like to ‘be human’ 
using text, images and digital media and he is particularly 
interested in the written word to access emotions and 
thoughts. Much of his work is created on location using 
his ‘Diary Rooms’ approach and then re-contextualised in 
exhibition settings.

In 2011 he was an official war artist embedded with the 
British Army in Helmand, Afghanistan. In his month on the 
front line the artist asked soldiers and civilians to write  
down what it was like to be there on postcards, which were 
then collated in three front line Diary Rooms. The work 
which resulted has been described in the international  
press as ‘groundbreaking’ and has toured galleries in the  
UK and overseas.

Derek Eland

Continued



Sarah-Marie Flint is an artist, architectural illustrator and 
creator of illustrated maps. Her career spans over 30 years. 
She began painting military work when her husband left the 
Corps after 13 years as a Royal Marines Commando.

A leaving gift of a couple of her paintings led to her being 
commissioned to paint a retirement present for an officer. 
She has been commissioned for over 10 years by serving 
members of the military and veterans on a wide variety of 
work from illustrated career maps and historic uniforms to 
cartoons. Her work is sold in the Royal Marines Shop. 

www.sarahmarieflint.co.uk
Sarah-Marie Flint

Derek Eland

In addition to our War Art displays the Exhibit Hall hosts the Festival Bookshop where you can 
buy books to be signed by our speakers. This is also the venue for the author book signings.

There will also be information stands about military history museums, associations, courses, 
charities and publishers. If you can find the time amongst the packed speaker programme, 
there is plenty of browsing to pique your interest!

Derek Eland has a Degree in Politics and a Masters Degree 
in Contemporary Fine Art. His first book ‘Diary Rooms – 
Being human on the front line in Afghanistan’ was published 
in 2014 with the support of the Arts Council. In the 1980s he 
attended the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst and served 
as a Captain in the Parachute Regiment.

www.diaryrooms.org

  Exhibit Hall Stands



BRITAIN’S BEST MILITARY 
HISTORY MAGAZINE

“History of War is a beautifully produced 
magazine covering a wide range of topics 
with interesting and informative text by 
experts in their fi eld.”
Major General Julian Thompson, CB, OBE

INSIDE EVERY ISSUE
Exclusive insight from leading historians ★ 

Veterans share their incredible stories ★
Great British victories in unrivalled detail ★ 

Rare photographs and intricate battle-maps ★

 Order online www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/MFOMH
 Or call us on 0344 848 2852 (Quote MFOMH)

Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge.
*  *See link above for full terms and conditions

LIMITED TIME OFFER

TRY 3 ISSUES OF 
HISTORY OF WAR 
FOR ONLY £1

HOW_A5_ad.indd   1 01/10/2018   10:42



After an early career in animation I eventually found 
my way into book jacket illustration. This also included 
advertising artwork, film poster design and graphic fine 
art for publishing houses. In 1992 I produced my first 
Limited Edition Fine Art Print with three colleagues 
under my own publishing company ‘The Historic Art 
Company’ ( now called COLLINGWOOD HISTORIC ART). 
A couple of years later I was approached by ‘Cranston 
Fine Arts’ and I produced a large series of paintings for 
them. I take private commissions throughout the year 
and have recently turned some of these images into 
Fine Art Giclee prints and published them myself.

I strive to produce paintings that are historically 
accurate, which is why many museums, publishers and 
historical exhibitions are particularly interested in my 
work, but the real aim is to capture the energy and 
spirit of the moment, to bring the history alive. My 
work can be seen in many books, magazines and 
exhibitions worldwide with my latest pieces, appearing 
in numerous high profile galleries throughout the USA 
and Europe.

Collingwood Historic Art

Please contact me through one of the  
channels below: 

E: chris@collingwoodhistoricart.com  
T: +44 (0) 1805 623023



Military History Publisher & Book Distributor

Distributed publishers include Stackpole Books, Helion & Company, Histoire et 
Collections, Fighting High Publishing. 

/casemateuk@casemate_ukwww.casematepublishers.co.uk

With one of the most established and highly-regarded  
departments in History and War Studies, the University  
of Wolverhampton is now recruiting for part-time MA’s in:
 
• Second World War Studies: Conflict, Societies, Holocaust

• Military History by distance learning (fully-online)

• History of Britain and the First World War

• Twentieth Century Britain (part-time & full-time study options)

 
Taught by an international team of critically-acclaimed history scholars,  
our courses allow you to expand your knowledge and turn your interest  
into a master’s qualification.

*Postgraduate loans and loyalty discounts may also be available.

For more information, please visit: www.wlv.ac.uk/pghistory
Call: +44 (0)1902 321 081 | Email: foss-pg@wlv.ac.uk



Military History Publisher & Book Distributor

Distributed publishers include Stackpole Books, Helion & Company, Histoire et 
Collections, Fighting High Publishing. 

/casemateuk@casemate_ukwww.casematepublishers.co.uk



JACKET ILLUSTRATION: 

CAMBRIDGE MILITARY HISTORIES

Edited by HEW STRACHAN University of Oxford
and GEOFFREY WAWRO University of North Texas

The aim of this new series is to publish outstanding works 

of research on warfare throughout the ages and throughout 

the world. Books in the series will take a broad approach 

to military history, examining war in all its military, strategic, 

political, and economic aspects. The series is intended to 

complement Studies in the Social and Cultural History of 

Modern Warfare by focusing on the ‘hard’ military history 

of armies, tactics, strategy and warfare. Books in the series 

will consist mainly of single-author works – academically 

vigorous and groundbreaking – which will be accessible 

to both academics and the interested general reader.
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P R I N T E D  I N  T H E  U N I T E D  K I N G D O M

JOHN K ISZELY served in the British Army for forty 

years, rising to the rank of lieutenant general. His oper-

ational service included Northern Ireland, the Falkland 

Islands, Bosnia and Iraq. He served three tours of duty 

in the Ministry of Defence, latterly as Assistant Chief 

of the Defence Staff. On leaving the Army he spent 

three years a visiting professor in war studies at King’s 

College, London, and from 2014 to 2017 was a visit-

ing research fellow on the Changing Character of War 

Programme at Pembroke College, Oxford.

Anatomy of a Campaign

Military Histories

John Kiszely

The British Fiasco in Norway, 1940

The British campaign in Norway in 1940 was an 
ignominious and abject failure. It is perhaps best 
known as the fiasco which directly led to the fall 
of Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain and his 
replacement by Winston Churchill. But what were 
the reasons for failure? Why did the decision-
makers, including Churchill, make such poor 
decisions and exercise such bad judgment? What 
other factors played a part? John Kiszely draws 
on his own experience of working at all levels in 
the military to assess the campaign as a whole, 
its context and evolution from strategic failures, 
intelligence blunders and German air superiority 
to the performance of the troops and the serious 
errors of judgment by those responsible for the 
higher direction of the war. The result helps us to 
understand not only the outcome of the Norwegian 
campaign but also why more recent military 
campaigns have found success so elusive.

CAPTIVES 
OF WAR

British Prisoners of War in Europe  
in the Second World War
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EDITED BY

JOHN FERRIS AND 

EVAN MAWDSLEY

FIGHTING
THE  WAR

THE CAMBRIDGE HISTORY OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR

Volume I

The military events of the Second World War have been the subject of 
historical debate from 1945 to the present. It mattered greatly who won, 
and fighting was the essential determinant of victory or defeat. In Volume 1 
of The Cambridge History of the Second World War a team of twenty-five 
leading historians offer a comprehensive and authoritative new account of 
the war’s military and strategic history. Part I examines the military cultures 
and strategic objectives of the eight major powers involved. Part II surveys 
the course of the war in its key theatres across the world, and assesses why 
one side or the other prevailed there. Part III considers, in a comparative 
way, key aspects of military activity, including planning, intelligence, 
and organisation of troops and matérial, as well as guerrilla fighting and 
treatment of prisoners of war.

Praise for The Cambridge History of the Second World War

“An important contribution to the history of the Second World War and  
will need to be consulted by any serious student of the subject for many years 
to come.”
International Affairs

“An authoritative new account of the conflict that unfolded between 1939 
and 1945. With contributions from a team of leading historians, the three 
volumes adopt a transnational approach to offer a comprehensive, global 
analysis of the military, political, sociological, economic and cultural aspects 
of the war.” 
Historian

“This new Cambridge University Press series is both timely and to  
be welcomed.”
War in History

Cover illustration: ‘The Tough Beach’ by Dwight Shepler. 
American troops and landing craft under heavy fire on 
Omaha Beach, June 1944. Courtesy of the Naval History 
and Heritage Command (KN 17825).
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‘A uniquely balanced assessment of the war’s multiple theaters
and fronts. Mawdsley’s World War II will likely remain the finest
single-volume history of the war for years to come.’
DAVID M. GLANTZ, Mark W. Clark Visiting Professor of History, The Citadel 

This is a magisterial new global history of World War II. Beginning in 1937 with the outbreak of the

Sino–Japanese War, Evan Mawdsley shows how the origins of World War II lay in a conflict between

the old international order and the new, and then traces the globalisation of the conflict as it swept

through Asia, Europe and the Middle East. His primary focus is on the war’s military and strategic

history, though he also examines the political, economic, ideological and cultural factors which

influenced the course of events.  The war's consequences are examined too, in terms not only of the

defeat of the Axis but also of the break-up of colonial empires and the beginning of the Cold War.

Accessibly written and well-illustrated with maps and photographs, this compelling new account

also includes short studies of the key figures, events and battles that shaped the war.

‘a new insight into the complicated story

of the global conflict between 1937 and

1945: factually reliable, cogently argued

and concisely written. Magnificent ... A

new Weinberg is born.’

JÜRGEN FÖRSTER, University of Freiburg

‘Beginning in 1937, not in 1939, and

focusing on Asia as much as Europe, World

War II sets its subject in its proper global

and chronological context.  Its prose is

straightforward and direct, with a clarity

that rests on sophisticated arguments and

deep reading.  Such balance makes it an

ideal introductory text, but it is one from

which even knowledgeable readers will

learn.’

HEW STRACHAN, Chichele Professor of the

History of War, University of Oxford

‘Mawdsley’s comprehensive command of

sources, his perceptive analysis, and his

vivid presentation make this especially

valuable for undergraduates.’

DENNIS SHOWALTER, Colorado College

author of Hitler’s Panzers

Cover illustration: Soviet soldier
throw

s a grenade ©
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EVAN MAWDSLEY is Professor of International

History in the Department of History,

University of Glasgow. His recent publications

include The Stalin Years: The Soviet Union,

1929–1953 (2003) and Thunder in the East:

The Nazi–Soviet War, 1941–1945 (2005). 
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“The agony of looking war’s carnage in the face compels us to refract its horror through 
symbolic re-enactments and collective commemorations, as well as to dull the pain 

through rituals of healing and consolation. Drawing on decades of pioneering research 
in the First World War and its aftermath, the distinguished historian Jay Winter 

trenchantly explores a wide variety of such efforts, including painting, photography, 
war poetry, state monuments, different national languages of ‘glory’ and ‘sacrifice,’ and 
even the uses and abuses of silence. Insofar as the mourning process is still ongoing for 
conflicts both under way and likely to come, War beyond Words not only instructs us 

about the past, but also foretells, alas, our future.”

M. E. Jay, author of Reason After its Eclipse

“For over four decades, Jay Winter has been the foremost historian of the Great War 
and its disastrous impact on the participant nations around the globe. This book is the 

culmination of his pioneering research and constant pondering of some of the most 
vexing questions of industrialized warfare, extreme violence, mass trauma, mourning, 

and memory. He has expanded his seminal studies of the culture of warfare and 
memory into the Second World War, the Holocaust, and the deep traces, as well as 

silences, that affect all parts of the world to this day. Even as the forms of global violence 
change, this book provides a unique learning experience for readers of all generations.”

V. R. Berghahn, author of Europe in the Era of Two World Wars

“For four decades, Winter (Emeritus Professor of History, Yale) has researched war and 
communicated his findings to scholars and laypersons. His new book addresses the 

cultural history of war through the lenses of language and the creative arts that frame 
memory ... The book’s last sentence is as depressing as it is insightful: ‘Imagining war 
is the curse of our violent world; we have no choice but to face that task with as much 

intelligence, compassion, and courage as we can.’ Splendid illustrations. Essential.”

B. Osborne, Choice

“... this lavishly presented volume (with fifty-eight pages of glossy color photographs) 
will prove a valuable resource for any scholars interested in the cultural history of war 

and the collective memory of conflict.”

Branden Little, H-Diplo

Cover illustration: Battle of Passchendaele (Third Battle of Ypres). 
Led by Gunner James Fulton followed by Lieut. Anthony Devine, 
soldiers of the Australian 10th Field Artillery Brigade use a 
duckboard to cross Chateau Wood, near Hooge, Ypres, on October 
29, 1917. Photo: Frank Hurley / Australian War Memorial. 
Modified by Andy Ward. 
Cover design: Andrew Ward
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Jay Winter
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GAMBLING 
ON WAR

CONFIDENCE, FEAR,  
AND THE TRAGEDY OF  
THE FIRST WORLD WAR

ROGER L. RANSOM
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Cover illustration: Cartoon, Removing the mask. 
Kaiser Wilhelm II removes his mask to reveal the 
skull underneath. 1916. Credit: Alamy.

Cover design: Andrew Ward

“World War I became a tragedy when victory became an 
end in itself rather than a means of achieving some prewar 
objective. In his lucid and insightful Gambling on War, 
Roger L. Ransom draws on history and economics to explain 
why that happened, why World War I upended the world’s 
institutions, and why its tragic effects persist even today.”

PHILIP T. HOFFMAN, author of Why Did Europe 
Conquer the World?

“The First World War remains with us. Ransom, an economic 
historian, places it within an age of extremes that ran from 
Bismarck to Clemenceau. The war resolved no rivalries. It 
led to no new normalcy. The book jars the reader into that 
reality. It shocks. It angers. It is a must-read.”

HOLGER H. HERWIG, author of The First World War: 
Germany and Austria-Hungary 1914-1918

“Economists think of people as rational but this is belied 
by experience. From that perspective, economic historian 
Roger L. Ransom shows persuasively how over-confidence, 
fear and reckless gambles make sense of a sequence of 
bad decisions that led to the First World War, and to 
catastrophic outcomes that nobody planned for.”

AVNER OFFER, author of The First World War:  
An Agrarian Interpretation

AT WAR’S 
SUMMIT

The Red Army and the Struggle  
for the Caucasus Mountains  

in World War II

ALEXANDER STATIEV

MorAle and 
DisCipline in the 
royAl nAvy during the 
First WorlD WAr
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Cover designed by Hart McLeod Ltd

Cover image: The Fall of Saigon in Vietnam 

on April 30, 1975. Herve GLOAGUEN / 

Gamma-Rapho / Getty Images

Ca Mbridg e Studie S in uS Fore ig n re L ation S

An informative, impressive, and invaluable study of North Vietnam’s conduct  

of its war with the United States. A major contribution!

George C. Herring, University of Kentucky

Finally, a concise, penetrating, and insightful account of the Vietnam War  

as seen from the other side. Relying on a wealth of new Vietnamese sources, 

Pierre Asselin does what few have ever achieved: he provides a highly readable 

general history of communist Vietnam’s “American War.”

Christopher Goscha, Université du Québec à Montréal

From the fog of a bitter and divisive thirty-year war, Pierre Asselin stands at the 

forefront of scholars who illuminate the reasons North Vietnam prevailed in its 

“American War.” Vietnamese history, personalities, politics, military strategies, 

and transcending ideologies are brilliantly distilled in this insightful analysis of 

war, its aftermath, and the eventual peace.

Larry Berman, University of California, Davis

Through extensive use of Vietnamese language sources, Pierre Asselin’s 

valuable and perceptive explanation of the war – its origins, conduct, outcome, 

and legacy – provides a long-needed analysis centering on Hanoi from start to 

finish and on how this small nation prevailed in a test of wills with the powerful 

United States.

David L. Anderson, California State University, Monterey Bay

PIERRE ASSELIN is Professor of History and Dwight E. Stanford Chair in the 

History of US Foreign Relations at San Diego State University. His books include  

A Bitter Peace: Washington, Hanoi, and the Making of the Paris Agreement 

(2002) and Hanoi’s Road to the Vietnam War, 1954–1965 (2013).

ENVIRONMENTAL 
HISTORIES of the 
FIRST WORLD WAR
Edited by Richard P. Tucker, Tait Keller, 
J. R. McNeill and Martin Schmid
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learning to Fight

Military Histories

Aimée Fox

Military Innovation and Change in the  
British Army, 1914–1918

BOMBING 
THE CITY

Civilian Accounts of the Air war  
in Britain and Japan,  

1939–1945

A ARON wILLIAM MOORE

Military History 
from Cambridge
Proud sponsors of 'From Disaster to Victory - Turning Points in the 
Second World War' | Friday 5th October - 14:00 - 14:45

Get 20% discount on all books at the CUP stand, including:

cambridge.org/Malvern2018

39109.indd   1 10/09/2018   14:16
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www.enlightenmentevents.com
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JACKET ILLUSTRATION: 

CAMBRIDGE MILITARY HISTORIES

Edited by HEW STRACHAN University of Oxford
and GEOFFREY WAWRO University of North Texas

The aim of this new series is to publish outstanding works 

of research on warfare throughout the ages and throughout 

the world. Books in the series will take a broad approach 

to military history, examining war in all its military, strategic, 

political, and economic aspects. The series is intended to 

complement Studies in the Social and Cultural History of 

Modern Warfare by focusing on the ‘hard’ military history 

of armies, tactics, strategy and warfare. Books in the series 

will consist mainly of single-author works – academically 

vigorous and groundbreaking – which will be accessible 

to both academics and the interested general reader.
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P R I N T E D  I N  T H E  U N I T E D  K I N G D O M

JOHN K ISZELY served in the British Army for forty 

years, rising to the rank of lieutenant general. His oper-

ational service included Northern Ireland, the Falkland 

Islands, Bosnia and Iraq. He served three tours of duty 

in the Ministry of Defence, latterly as Assistant Chief 

of the Defence Staff. On leaving the Army he spent 

three years a visiting professor in war studies at King’s 

College, London, and from 2014 to 2017 was a visit-

ing research fellow on the Changing Character of War 

Programme at Pembroke College, Oxford.

Anatomy of a Campaign

Military Histories

John Kiszely

The British Fiasco in Norway, 1940

The British campaign in Norway in 1940 was an 
ignominious and abject failure. It is perhaps best 
known as the fiasco which directly led to the fall 
of Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain and his 
replacement by Winston Churchill. But what were 
the reasons for failure? Why did the decision-
makers, including Churchill, make such poor 
decisions and exercise such bad judgment? What 
other factors played a part? John Kiszely draws 
on his own experience of working at all levels in 
the military to assess the campaign as a whole, 
its context and evolution from strategic failures, 
intelligence blunders and German air superiority 
to the performance of the troops and the serious 
errors of judgment by those responsible for the 
higher direction of the war. The result helps us to 
understand not only the outcome of the Norwegian 
campaign but also why more recent military 
campaigns have found success so elusive.
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British Prisoners of War in Europe  
in the Second World War

CL ARE MAKEPE ACE

TH E 

CAMBRIDGE 

H ISTORY

OF THE

SECOND 

WORLD WAR

VO L U M E  I 

FIGHTING 
THE WAR

97
81

10
84

06
38

3 
FE

RR
IS

 –
 T

HE
 C

A
M

BR
ID

G
E 

HI
ST

O
RY

 O
F 

TH
E 

SE
CO

N
D 

W
O

RL
D 

W
A

R 
CO

VE
R 

C 
M

 Y
 K

EDITED BY

JOHN FERRIS AND 

EVAN MAWDSLEY

FIGHTING
THE WAR

THE CAMBRIDGE HISTORY OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR

Volume I

The military events of the Second World War have been the subject of 
historical debate from 1945 to the present. It mattered greatly who won, 
and fighting was the essential determinant of victory or defeat. In Volume 1 
of The Cambridge History of the Second World War a team of twenty-five 
leading historians offer a comprehensive and authoritative new account of 
the war’s military and strategic history. Part I examines the military cultures 
and strategic objectives of the eight major powers involved. Part II surveys 
the course of the war in its key theatres across the world, and assesses why 
one side or the other prevailed there. Part III considers, in a comparative 
way, key aspects of military activity, including planning, intelligence, 
and organisation of troops and matérial, as well as guerrilla fighting and 
treatment of prisoners of war.

Praise for The Cambridge History of the Second World War

“An important contribution to the history of the Second World War and  
will need to be consulted by any serious student of the subject for many years 
to come.”
International Affairs

“An authoritative new account of the conflict that unfolded between 1939 
and 1945. With contributions from a team of leading historians, the three 
volumes adopt a transnational approach to offer a comprehensive, global 
analysis of the military, political, sociological, economic and cultural aspects 
of the war.” 
Historian

“This new Cambridge University Press series is both timely and to  
be welcomed.”
War in History

Cover illustration: ‘The Tough Beach’ by Dwight Shepler. 
American troops and landing craft under heavy fire on 
Omaha Beach, June 1944. Courtesy of the Naval History 
and Heritage Command (KN 17825).
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‘A uniquely balanced assessment of the war’s multiple theaters
and fronts. Mawdsley’s World War II will likely remain the finest
single-volume history of the war for years to come.’
DAVID M. GLANTZ, Mark W. Clark Visiting Professor of History, The Citadel 

This is a magisterial new global history of World War II. Beginning in 1937 with the outbreak of the

Sino–Japanese War, Evan Mawdsley shows how the origins of World War II lay in a conflict between

the old international order and the new, and then traces the globalisation of the conflict as it swept

through Asia, Europe and the Middle East. His primary focus is on the war’s military and strategic

history, though he also examines the political, economic, ideological and cultural factors which

influenced the course of events.  The war's consequences are examined too, in terms not only of the

defeat of the Axis but also of the break-up of colonial empires and the beginning of the Cold War.

Accessibly written and well-illustrated with maps and photographs, this compelling new account

also includes short studies of the key figures, events and battles that shaped the war.

‘a new insight into the complicated story

of the global conflict between 1937 and

1945: factually reliable, cogently argued

and concisely written. Magnificent ... A

new Weinberg is born.’

JÜRGEN FÖRSTER, University of Freiburg

‘Beginning in 1937, not in 1939, and

focusing on Asia as much as Europe, World

War II sets its subject in its proper global

and chronological context.  Its prose is

straightforward and direct, with a clarity

that rests on sophisticated arguments and

deep reading.  Such balance makes it an

ideal introductory text, but it is one from

which even knowledgeable readers will

learn.’

HEW STRACHAN, Chichele Professor of the

History of War, University of Oxford

‘Mawdsley’s comprehensive command of

sources, his perceptive analysis, and his

vivid presentation make this especially

valuable for undergraduates.’

DENNIS SHOWALTER, Colorado College

author of Hitler’s Panzers
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EVAN MAWDSLEY is Professor of International

History in the Department of History,

University of Glasgow. His recent publications

include The Stalin Years: The Soviet Union,

1929–1953 (2003) and Thunder in the East:

The Nazi–Soviet War, 1941–1945 (2005). 
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“The agony of looking war’s carnage in the face compels us to refract its horror through 
symbolic re-enactments and collective commemorations, as well as to dull the pain 

through rituals of healing and consolation. Drawing on decades of pioneering research 
in the First World War and its aftermath, the distinguished historian Jay Winter 

trenchantly explores a wide variety of such efforts, including painting, photography, 
war poetry, state monuments, different national languages of ‘glory’ and ‘sacrifice,’ and 
even the uses and abuses of silence. Insofar as the mourning process is still ongoing for 
conflicts both under way and likely to come, War beyond Words not only instructs us 

about the past, but also foretells, alas, our future.”

M. E. Jay, author of Reason After its Eclipse

“For over four decades, Jay Winter has been the foremost historian of the Great War 
and its disastrous impact on the participant nations around the globe. This book is the 

culmination of his pioneering research and constant pondering of some of the most 
vexing questions of industrialized warfare, extreme violence, mass trauma, mourning, 

and memory. He has expanded his seminal studies of the culture of warfare and 
memory into the Second World War, the Holocaust, and the deep traces, as well as 

silences, that affect all parts of the world to this day. Even as the forms of global violence 
change, this book provides a unique learning experience for readers of all generations.”

V. R. Berghahn, author of Europe in the Era of Two World Wars

“For four decades, Winter (Emeritus Professor of History, Yale) has researched war and 
communicated his findings to scholars and laypersons. His new book addresses the 

cultural history of war through the lenses of language and the creative arts that frame 
memory ... The book’s last sentence is as depressing as it is insightful: ‘Imagining war 
is the curse of our violent world; we have no choice but to face that task with as much 

intelligence, compassion, and courage as we can.’ Splendid illustrations. Essential.”

B. Osborne, Choice

“... this lavishly presented volume (with fifty-eight pages of glossy color photographs) 
will prove a valuable resource for any scholars interested in the cultural history of war 

and the collective memory of conflict.”

Branden Little, H-Diplo

Cover illustration: Battle of Passchendaele (Third Battle of Ypres). 
Led by Gunner James Fulton followed by Lieut. Anthony Devine, 
soldiers of the Australian 10th Field Artillery Brigade use a 
duckboard to cross Chateau Wood, near Hooge, Ypres, on October 
29, 1917. Photo: Frank Hurley / Australian War Memorial. 
Modified by Andy Ward. 
Cover design: Andrew Ward
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GAMBLING 
ON WAR

CONFIDENCE, FEAR,  
AND THE TRAGEDY OF  
THE FIRST WORLD WAR

ROGER L. RANSOM
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Cover illustration: Cartoon, Removing the mask. 
Kaiser Wilhelm II removes his mask to reveal the 
skull underneath. 1916. Credit: Alamy.

Cover design: Andrew Ward

“World War I became a tragedy when victory became an 
end in itself rather than a means of achieving some prewar 
objective. In his lucid and insightful Gambling on War, 
Roger L. Ransom draws on history and economics to explain 
why that happened, why World War I upended the world’s 
institutions, and why its tragic effects persist even today.”

PHILIP T. HOFFMAN, author of Why Did Europe 
Conquer the World?

“The First World War remains with us. Ransom, an economic 
historian, places it within an age of extremes that ran from 
Bismarck to Clemenceau. The war resolved no rivalries. It 
led to no new normalcy. The book jars the reader into that 
reality. It shocks. It angers. It is a must-read.”

HOLGER H. HERWIG, author of The First World War: 
Germany and Austria-Hungary 1914-1918

“Economists think of people as rational but this is belied 
by experience. From that perspective, economic historian 
Roger L. Ransom shows persuasively how over-confidence, 
fear and reckless gambles make sense of a sequence of 
bad decisions that led to the First World War, and to 
catastrophic outcomes that nobody planned for.”

AVNER OFFER, author of The First World War:  
An Agrarian Interpretation

AT WAR’S 
SUMMIT

The Red Army and the Struggle  
for the Caucasus Mountains  

in World War II
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Cover designed by Hart McLeod Ltd

Cover image: The Fall of Saigon in Vietnam 

on April 30, 1975. Herve GLOAGUEN / 

Gamma-Rapho / Getty Images

Ca Mbridg e Studie S in uS Fore ig n re L ation S

An informative, impressive, and invaluable study of North Vietnam’s conduct  

of its war with the United States. A major contribution!

George C. Herring, University of Kentucky

Finally, a concise, penetrating, and insightful account of the Vietnam War  

as seen from the other side. Relying on a wealth of new Vietnamese sources, 

Pierre Asselin does what few have ever achieved: he provides a highly readable 

general history of communist Vietnam’s “American War.”

Christopher Goscha, Université du Québec à Montréal

From the fog of a bitter and divisive thirty-year war, Pierre Asselin stands at the 

forefront of scholars who illuminate the reasons North Vietnam prevailed in its 

“American War.” Vietnamese history, personalities, politics, military strategies, 

and transcending ideologies are brilliantly distilled in this insightful analysis of 

war, its aftermath, and the eventual peace.

Larry Berman, University of California, Davis

Through extensive use of Vietnamese language sources, Pierre Asselin’s 

valuable and perceptive explanation of the war – its origins, conduct, outcome, 

and legacy – provides a long-needed analysis centering on Hanoi from start to 

finish and on how this small nation prevailed in a test of wills with the powerful 

United States.

David L. Anderson, California State University, Monterey Bay

PIERRE ASSELIN is Professor of History and Dwight E. Stanford Chair in the 

History of US Foreign Relations at San Diego State University. His books include  

A Bitter Peace: Washington, Hanoi, and the Making of the Paris Agreement 

(2002) and Hanoi’s Road to the Vietnam War, 1954–1965 (2013).

ENVIRONMENTAL 
HISTORIES of the 
FIRST WORLD WAR
Edited by Richard P. Tucker, Tait Keller, 
J. R. McNeill and Martin Schmid
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Military Innovation and Change in the  
British Army, 1914–1918
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THE CITY

Civilian Accounts of the Air war  
in Britain and Japan,  

1939–1945

A ARON wILLIAM MOORE

Military History 
from Cambridge
Proud sponsors of 'From Disaster to Victory - Turning Points in the 
Second World War' | Friday 5th October - 14:00 - 14:45

Get 20% discount on all books at the CUP stand, including:
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